CHAPTER VI

THE MEANS OF LIFE

DWARFED by that of its neighbour France,
with her 19,000,000 inhabitants, and smaller
than that of Spain or Austria, the population of
England stood at about 5,000,000 at the beginning
of Charles IPs reign, and probably at 500,000
more at the end. The six northern counties,
which together were assessed for purposes of
taxation lower than either Sussex or Suffolk,
accounted for only a fraction of this figure.
Gregory King, the statistician, writing in the
years that followed Charles ITs death, reckoned
that it included 16,600 gentlemen, 10,000 mer-
chants, 10,000 clergy, 10,000 public servants and
officials, 9,000 naval and military officers, 15,000
lawyers and 9,000 employed in one or other of
the liberal arts. About one-sixth of the total
population, or 180,000 families, were yeomen,
and 2,500,000 agricultural labourers, most of
whom had some small stake, if only a right of
common, in the land. Another 1,500,000 were
town-dwellers. Of this latter class a third was
concentrated in London; the remainder lived in
country towns, of which the largest, Bristol and